INDIVIDUAL RESEARCH PROJECT 

Overview

Students will have the opportunity to research a topic of their own interest in much more detail that what covered in class. All individual projects should be in the area of Information Systems, and students have the option to choose any IS topic, whether this has been covered in class or not. If a topic is covered in class, students must provide a deeper and more detailed analysis of the issue under investigation. 

Topic Selection

Students may select any IS-related topic, and they are free to examine it any angle or perspective. For example, the focus could be on (a) an individual organization that the student has insights about, (b) a specific group, function, or management level in the organization, (c) a particular industry or segment of an industry, or (d) a general level across industries. The research perspective could come from the economics, psychology, management science, computer science, or sociology literature. Students could also focus on particular technologies (e.g., XML, Web services, Java) or general management and organizational issues. Potential topics include:

· Information Systems Security & Control

· Strategic Information Systems

· Electronic Commerce and Electronic Business

· International Information Systems

· Business Value of Information Systems

· Managing Change with Information Systems

· Business Process Reengineering with Information Systems

· Designing & Building Information Systems

· Current Trends in Information Systems

· Effective Use of Information Systems

· Impediments to the Adoption of Information Systems

· Decision Support Systems

· Computer Networks and Networking Technologies

· Knowledge Management Systems

· Internet Technologies

· Databases and Management of Data Resources

· Hardware and Software

· Privacy and Ethics

Information Systems Emphasis

All projects must have a strong emphasis on Information Systems, emphasizing at least one of the perspectives discussed in class (technology, management, organization). Students could also examine the interaction of technology with management and organization, aiming to understand how to successfully integrate these three perspectives for the effective use of Information Systems. 

DELIVERABLES (10% of overall grade)
The students are required to submit the following two items. Please submit both deliverables to your individual Discussion section (similar

Project Proposal (2%)

Each student should submit a short  1-2 paragraph abstract of the proposed topic for appropriateness and guidance. This short proposal should contain the following parts and address as many of the following questions as possible:

· A clear and self-explanatory Title describing the topic

· What is the topic of the project?

· Brief abstract description of the topic and project

· What is the Information Systems component of the project?

· What perspective (level of analysis, technology/organization/management) will the project focus on?

· How will the student work to accomplish the project?

· What reference material and sources of information will be used?

· What is new and interesting about this topic and project?

· What interesting findings are expected?

Final Report (8%)

Students are expected to start working on their individual project right away, and seek guidance from the instructor and TAs. Students may contact multiple sources for obtaining help in researching their topic (e.g., managers in organizations, technical people, Internet websites, textbooks, etc.) but substantial individual effort is expected. 

A 1-2 page report is due by March 7th. The report should contain more specific details about the topic, background material, thoughtful analysis, references, and other pertinent information. This short report should contain the following parts and address the following questions:

· A 1-paragraph Executive Summary or Abstract summarizing the project

· Introduction and rationale of the selected topic, especially about the Information Systems component of the project

· Description of the level of analysis, focus of the project, and perspective(s) used

· Literature Review and other background material, including detailed information about reference material and sources of information 

· Critical Analysis and Conceptual Development of the topic under investigation

· Detailed Description of what the student has found, learned, and accomplished

· Discussion of what is new and interesting about this topic and project, what interesting findings are reported, what are the implications for practice, and suggestions for future research

· Conclusion summarizing the project, findings, and implications

